
New Student 
Engagement and Well-

being Initiatives



Wellness Together

Hom eless Lia ison 
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There are two new initiatives being introduced: Wellness Together and the expansion of the Homeless Liaison role.



Purpose

To expand student and family access to 
m enta l hea lth se rvices 

Wellness Toge ther
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The purpose of partnering with Wellness Together is to expand student and family access to mental health supports and services.



Services Provided
✘ Individual counse ling  

✘ Fa m ily wra pa round services

✘ Group counse ling

✘ Crisis inte rvention follow-up

✘ Support a nd coordina tion with other outside  a gencies
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Therapists provide Individual counseling using a Cognitive Behavior Therapy approach and will also work with families providing wraparound services to provide support to the whole family system
They will see groups of students to work on topics such as social skills and decision making, and will provide support with accessing the existing supports within our community. There are often long wait times for accessing outside support. The Therapist will work with the student while they are waiting.




Referral Process
✘ School Counselors will be  the  point of conta ct 

for the  school site  a nd to m a ke  re fe rra ls

✘ Wellness Together Thera pist coordina tes with 
the  school counse lor to  discuss the  unique  
needs of the  student

✘ Student inform a tion a nd progra m  sta tus a re  
a ccessible  only to the  counse lor
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Counselors work as the primary case manager. They refer students to the Wellness Together therapist, contact parents, support the process and help to develop groups.



Homeless Liaison
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The second initiative is the expanded role of the Homeless Liaison position.



New Laws
✘ Assembly Bill 27

✘ Sena te  Bill 400

✘ Purpose : To expa nd outrea ch a nd to crea te  a  
m ore  sta nda rdized process for loca l educa tion 
a gencies to identify hom eless students a nd the ir 
fa m ilies, a nd to connect them  with a ppropria te  
se rvices
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Two new law introduced with the purpose of expanding identification, outreach, and connecting families with appropriate services.



Assembly Bill 27 - Identification
✘ Annually provide Housing Questionnaire to all 

pa rents a nd gua rdia ns

✘ Annua lly report to  the  Ca lifornia  Depa rtm ent of 
Educa tion the  num ber of hom eless children 
a nd una ccom pa nied youths enrolled
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Assembly Bill 27 requires districts to proactively seek students who are meeting the homeless criteria.



Senate Bill 400 - Connect with Services
✘ Requires the Homeless Liaison to coordinate with 

other entities to  ensure  tha t hom eless fa m ilies 
rece ive :
✗ Hea lth ca re  se rvices
✗ Denta l se rvices
✗ Menta l hea lth a nd substa nce  a buse  se rvices
✗ Housing  services
✗ Other a ppropria te  se rvices
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Senate Bill 400 addresses the support needs that homeless students and families have and requires districts to help coordinate various services.



Homeless Liaison roles and Responsibilities

✘ Proactively identify all homeless students

✘ Coordina te  a ll needed se rvices

✘ Inform  pa rents a nd school personne l of the  rights of 
hom eless children

✘ Colla bora te  with the  County a nd Sta te  Coordina tors
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The homeless liaison has a variety of responsibilities to ensure that homeless students succeed in school and in life.

Goal is to provide a more thorough case management of the over 230 homeless students we currently have, and his number is likely to grow with our more robust identification model.



Best Practices
✘ Annual training for staff
✘ Conduct inta ke  inte rviews with fa m ilies to  de te rm ine  

services needed
✘ Monitor a nd a djust se rvices provided to m eet the  unique  

needs of hom eless children throughout the  yea r
✘ Meet regula rly with school counse lors to  m onitor 

hom eless children
✘ Com m unica te  regula rly with com m unity se rvice  a nd 

support providers
✘ Monitor a ttenda nce  a nd school perform a nce

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With this increase in responsibility, we are proposing to create a position for a homeless liaison so that we can implement these best practice to improve homeless student outcomes.
It also provides one more person to create meaningful connections with children who desperately need the support.
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