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Wellness Together

Homeless Liaison


Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two new initiatives being introduced: Wellness Together and the expansion of the Homeless Liaison role.


Wellness Together

PURPOSE

To expand student and family access to
mental health services


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of partnering with Wellness Together is to expand student and family access to mental health supports and services.


SERVICES PROVIDED

X Individual counseling

X Family wraparound services
X QGroup counseling

X Crisis mtervention follow-up

X Support and coordmnation with other outside agencies


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Therapists provide Individual counseling using a Cognitive Behavior Therapy approach and will also work with families providing wraparound services to provide support to the whole family system
They will see groups of students to work on topics such as social skills and decision making, and will provide support with accessing the existing supports within our community. There are often long wait times for accessing outside support. The Therapist will work with the student while they are waiting.



REFERRAL PROCESS

x School Counselors will be the point of contact
for the schoolsite and to make referrals

X Wellness Together Therapist coordmates with
the school counselor to discuss the unique
needs of the student

X Student mformation and program status are
accessible only to the counselor


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Counselors work as the primary case manager. They refer students to the Wellness Together therapist, contact parents, support the process and help to develop groups.


Homeless Liaison


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second initiative is the expanded role of the Homeless Liaison position.


NEW LAWS

x Assembly Bill 27
X Senate Bill 400

X Purpose:To expand outreach and to create a
more standardized process for localeducation
agencies to identify homeless students and therr
families,and to connect them with appropriate
SErvICesS


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two new law introduced with the purpose of expanding identification, outreach, and connecting families with appropriate services.


ASSEMBLY BILL 2/ - IDENTIFICATION

x Annually provide Housing Questionnaire to all
parents and guardians

X Annually report to the California Department of
Education the number of homeless children
and unaccompanied youths enrolled


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assembly Bill 27 requires districts to proactively seek students who are meeting the homeless criteria.


SENATE BILL 100 - CONNECT WITH SERVICES

x Requires the Homeless Liaison to coordinate with
other entitics to ensure that homeless famihes
feCeIveE

x—Health care services

X Dentalservices

X Mentalhealth and substance abuse services
X Housing services

X~ Other appropriate services


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Senate Bill 400 addresses the support needs that homeless students and families have and requires districts to help coordinate various services.


HOMELESS LIATSON ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

x Proactively identify all homeless students
x Coordmate allneeded services

X Inform parents and schoolpersonnel of the rights of
homeless children

x Collaborate with the County and State Coordmnators


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The homeless liaison has a variety of responsibilities to ensure that homeless students succeed in school and in life.

Goal is to provide a more thorough case management of the over 230 homeless students we currently have, and his number is likely to grow with our more robust identification model.


BEST PRACTICES

Annual training for staff

Conduct mtake mterviews with families to determine
services needed

Monttor and adjust services provided to meet the unique
needs of homeless children throughout the year

Meet regularly with school counselors to monitor
homeless children

Communicate regularly with communitty service and
support providers

Monttor attendance and schoolperformance


Presenter
Presentation Notes
With this increase in responsibility, we are proposing to create a position for a homeless liaison so that we can implement these best practice to improve homeless student outcomes.
It also provides one more person to create meaningful connections with children who desperately need the support.
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